 

	CARP Census and Polling Poll – issued July 23, 2010

	2011 is a census year. In Canada, there are two census questionnaires - the Short Form Census, eight or so questions on the number and age of people in the household, which is sent to 80% of the population - and the Long Form Census, 50 or so questions on details of household ownership, expenses and behaviour, which is sent to 20% of the population. Did you fill out any census form during the last census year in 2006?
Yes 

3202 Votes 

91.1 %
No 

153 Votes 

4.4 %
DON'T KNOW 

158 Votes 

4.5 %
Total
3513 Votes


Did you fill out the Long Form Census in 2006?
Yes 

1097 Votes 

31.2 %
No 

1886 Votes 

53.7 %
DON'T KNOW 

530 Votes 

15.1 %
Total
3513 Votes


The federal government has decided to eliminate the compulsory Long Form Census and replace it with a voluntary survey because they claim Canadians have complained about its intrusiveness. Do you find the Long Form Census to be intrusive?
Yes, very intrusive 

228 Votes 

6.5 %
Yes, intrusive 

325 Votes 

9.3 %
No, not intrusive 

1016 Votes 

28.9 %
No, not at all intrusive 

1326 Votes 

37.7 %
DON"T KNOW 

118 Votes 

3.4 %
NEVER COMPLETED LONG FORM CENSUS 

500 Votes 

14.2 %
Total
3513 Votes


While the Short Form Census provides the government with basic data on population distribution across Canada, the Long Form Census is used to gather data on housing, employment, transportation, manufacturing, construction, purchases and other behaviour. This data is used by agencies throughout the country to plan for Canadians' needs. How important do you think this data is for Canada's decision-making?
Very important 

2208 Votes 

62.9 %
Important 

816 Votes 

23.2 %
Not important 

292 Votes 

8.3 %
Not at all important 

109 Votes 

3.1 %
DON'T KNOW 

88 Votes 

2.5 %
Total
3513 Votes


How likely would you be to fill out the Long Form Census if non-compliance could net you a $250 fine or jail time?
Very likely 

3047 Votes 

86.7 %
Somewhat likely 

230 Votes 

6.5 %
Not very likely 

65 Votes 

1.9 %
Not at all likely 

102 Votes 

2.9 %
DON"T KNOW 

69 Votes 

2.0 %
Total
3513 Votes


How likely would you be to fill out a voluntary survey instead of the Long Form Census if compliance is entirely voluntary?
Very likely 

1981 Votes 

56.4 %
Somewhat likely 

812 Votes 

23.1 %
Not very likely 

365 Votes 

10.4 %
Not at all likely 

287 Votes 

8.2 %
DON"T KNOW 

68 Votes 

1.9 %
Total
3513 Votes


The government says it can gather equally valid data from a voluntary household survey sent to 30% of the population as it can from a compulsory census sent to 20% of the population. Do you believe this?
Yes, household survey as valid 

709 Votes 

20.2 %
No, household survey not as valid 

2316 Votes 

65.9 %
DON’T KNOW 

488 Votes 

13.9 %
Total
3513 Votes


Industry Minister Tony Clement has said Statistics Canada approved of the policy change, while Dr. Munir Sheikh, the Chief Statistician said this was not so and resigned as a result. Who do you think is telling the truth in this case?
Industry Minister Tony Clement 

207 Votes 

5.9 %
Chief Statistician Dr. Munir Sheikh 

2406 Votes 

68.5 %
BOTH 

177 Votes 

5.0 %
NEITHER 

222 Votes 

6.3 %
DON’T KNOW 

501 Votes 

14.3 %
Total
3513 Votes


The government claims it made this decision because of privacy concerns on the part of Canadians. Do you have any privacy concerns about filling out a compulsory Long Form Census questionnaire?
Yes, strong privacy concerns 

251 Votes 

7.1 %
Yes, some privacy concerns 

453 Votes 

12.9 %
No, few privacy concerns 

881 Votes 

25.1 %
No, no privacy concerns at all 

1884 Votes 

53.6 %
DON’T KNOW 

44 Votes 

1.3 %
Total
3513 Votes


Do you think Statistics Canada should become an “arm’s length” government agency like the Auditor General, over which Parliament has no control, to avoid political interference?
Yes 

2612 Votes 

74.4 %
No 

586 Votes 

16.7 %
DON’T KNOW 

315 Votes 

9.0 %
Total
3513 Votes


Do you think the government should reverse its decision and send the compulsory Long Form Census to 20% of the population in 2011?
Yes 

2689 Votes 

76.5 %
No 

613 Votes 

17.4 %
DON"T KNOW 

211 Votes 

6.0 %
Total
3513 Votes


If the government does NOT reverse its decision to cancel the compulsory long form census, would this make you more or less likely to vote for them?
More likely to vote for government 

215 Votes 

6.1 %
Less likely to vote for government 

1273 Votes 

36.2 %
Wouldn’t affect my vote 

1303 Votes 

37.1 %
WOULDN’T VOTE FOR GOVERNMENT ANYWAY 

722 Votes 

20.6 %
Total
3513 Votes


CARP polls its members every two weeks in the CARP ActionOnline newsletter. How often do you complete these polls?
Always 

930 Votes 

26.5 %
Frequently 

1290 Votes 

36.7 %
Sometimes 

892 Votes 

25.4 %
Rarely 

401 Votes 

11.4 %
Total
3513 Votes


How long do you usually spend completing a CARP poll?
Less than 5 minutes 

1170 Votes 

33.3 %
5 minutes to 9 minutes 

1684 Votes 

47.9 %
10 minutes to 14 minutes 

520 Votes 

14.8 %
15 to 19 minutes 

110 Votes 

3.1 %
20 to 24 minutes 

15 Votes 

0.4 %
25 to 29 minutes 

3 Votes 

0.1 %
Half an hour or more 

11 Votes 

0.3 %
Total
3513 Votes


CARP’s polls are usually posted Friday evening. When do you usually complete CARP polls?
Friday evening, as soon as it’s posted 

716 Votes 

20.4 %
Later Friday night 

529 Votes 

15.1 %
Saturday morning 

738 Votes 

21.0 %
Saturday Afternoon 

255 Votes 

7.3 %
Saturday evening 

81 Votes 

2.3 %
Later in the weekend 

678 Votes 

19.3 %
During the week after it’s posted 

430 Votes 

12.2 %
Later than this 

86 Votes 

2.4 %
Total
3513 Votes


How interesting do you usually find the CARP poll?
Very interesting 

1325 Votes 

37.7 %
Somewhat interesting 

2018 Votes 

57.4 %
Not very interesting 

142 Votes 

4.0 %
Not at all interesting 

28 Votes 

0.8 %
Total
3513 Votes


CARP polls on a wide variety of subjects. Which subject is the most interesting to you, and would lead you to be especially likely to complete the poll?
Finances 

313 Votes 

8.9 %
Pensions 

727 Votes 

20.7 %
Ageism 

127 Votes 

3.6 %
Politics 

521 Votes 

14.8 %
Retirement 

366 Votes 

10.4 %
Healthcare 

769 Votes 

21.9 %
Aging in poverty 

124 Votes 

3.5 %
Other social issues 

194 Votes 

5.5 %
OTHER 

55 Votes 

1.6 %
DON’T KNOW 

317 Votes 

9.0 %
Total
3513 Votes


What is your opinion of the length of CARP’s polls
Polls aren’t long enough 

43 Votes 

1.2 %
Polls are appropriate length for the data gathered 

2593 Votes 

73.8 %
Polls are a bit too long 

700 Votes 

19.9 %
Polls are much too long 

37 Votes 

1.1 %
DON’T KNOW 

140 Votes 

4.0 %
Total
3513 Votes


CARP polls usually have between 20 and 25 questions. Do you think this is…?
Much too long 

50 Votes 

1.4 %
A bit too long 

924 Votes 

26.3 %
Neither too long nor too short 

2442 Votes 

69.5 %
A bit too short 

37 Votes 

1.1 %
Much too short 

0 Votes 

0 %
DON”T KNOW 

60 Votes 

1.7 %
Total
3513 Votes


Do you think CARP polls its members…?
Too frequently 

291 Votes 

8.3 %
About the right amount 

2775 Votes 

79.0 %
Not frequently enough 

68 Votes 

1.9 %
DON”T KNOW 

379 Votes 

10.8 %
Total
3513 Votes


Do you think CARP’s polls are …?
Much too complex to understand 

4 Votes 

0.1 %
Somewhat too complex to understand 

121 Votes 

3.4 %
Neither too simple nor too complex 

3106 Votes 

88.4 %
Somewhat too simple 

188 Votes 

5.4 %
Much too simple 

8 Votes 

0.2 %
DON’T KNOW 

86 Votes 

2.4 %
Total
3513 Votes


When you complete a CARP poll, do you do it because you wish to contribute your opinion to CARP’s advocacy programs, or because it’s fun?
Only to contribute opinions 

1719 Votes 

48.9 %
Mostly to contribute opinions, but also fun 

1658 Votes 

47.2 %
Mostly fun, but also to contribute opinions 

127 Votes 

3.6 %
Only fun 

9 Votes 

0.3 %
Total
3513 Votes


How well do you think CARP uses the data gathered from its polls for its advocacy programs?
Very well 

770 Votes 

21.9 %
Well 

1343 Votes 

38.2 %
Not very well 

129 Votes 

3.7 %
Not at all well 

19 Votes 

0.5 %
DON’T KNOW 

1252 Votes 

35.6 %
Total
3513 Votes


If a federal election were held tomorrow, which party’s candidate would you support?
Conservative 

1130 Votes 

32.2 %
Liberal 

1032 Votes 

29.4 %
NDP 

294 Votes 

8.4 %
Green Party 

151 Votes 

4.3 %
Bloc Quebecois 

4 Votes 

0.1 %
UNDECIDED 

878 Votes 

25.0 %
OTHER 

24 Votes 

0.7 %
Total
3513 Votes
How old are you?
Less than 45 

10 Votes 

0.3 %
45 to 54 

94 Votes 

2.7 %
55 to 64 

1093 Votes 

31.1 %
65 to 74 

1686 Votes 

48.0 %
75 or older 

630 Votes 

17.9 %
Total
3513 Votes
Where do you live?
Newfoundland 

21 Votes 

0.6 %
Nova Scotia 

131 Votes 

3.7 %
PEI 

18 Votes 

0.5 %
New Brunswick 

69 Votes 

2.0 %
Quebec 

107 Votes 

3.0 %
Ontario 

2085 Votes 

59.4 %
Manitoba 

79 Votes 

2.2 %
Saskatchewan 

54 Votes 

1.5 %
Alberta 

248 Votes 

7.1 %
BC/Territories 

701 Votes 

20.0 %
Total
3513 Votes
What is your gender?
Male 

2138 Votes 

60.9 %
Female 

1375 Votes 

39.1 %
Total
3513 Votes
What is your household income before taxes, including all investments and pensions?
Less than $20K 

76 Votes 

2.2 %
$20K to $39K 

413 Votes 

11.8 %
$40K to $59K 

562 Votes 

16.0 %
$60K to $79K 

554 Votes 

15.8 %
$80K to $99K 

382 Votes 

10.9 %
$100K or more 

474 Votes 

13.5 %
PREFER NOT TO ANSWER 

1052 Votes 

29.9 %
Total
3513 Votes
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